
 

 

 

Sample Birdathon Thank-Yous + Reports 
 

Here are a few samples from other Birdathoners showing how they’ve thanked their sponsors 

after their Birdathon trip and the information they’ve shared in their reports.* You can keep it 

as simple — or go as elaborate — as you want.  

 

If people say they would donate after your trip or made a pledge per species, the report is also 

when you should remind them to make their donation. People are busy, so you might have to 

remind them a couple of times. This isn’t pestering. They want to support you and have said 

they would.  

 
*Some samples show images from previous Birdathon years, but links have all been updated for 2025. 

 

 

 

 

Email Sample 
Report and reminder to donate 

Dear Roger,  
 
Thank you for pledging $25 to my Birdathon trip and for sponsoring Tahoma Bird Alliance. On INSERT DATE HERE I 
went to INSERT LOCATION HERE. Here’s a picture from my trip!  
 

 
 



Turns out the natural environment knows how to provide fresh drinking water. If we protect it, it will protect our 
drinking water! The watershed covers 147,394 acres on the west flank of the Cascade Mountains between Chinook 
and Snoqualmie passes.  
 
Escorted by a fisheries biologist in a Tacoma Public Utilities van, a small group of us ventured out to count bird 
species. We focused on quality rather than quantity, choosing to take time to observe nature in action. We 
watched eleven Mallard ducklings swim in a man-made wetland built to mitigate for the Utilities impacts on the 
land. We had lunch while observing and discussing the flight of a Rufus hummingbird.  
 
This year, birders like me are going on Birdathon trips and collecting sponsorships to raise $30,000 to support bird 
and wildlife experiences and habitat preservation across Pierce County. Thank you again for your pledge to my 
Birdathon trip!  
 
To make your contribution, please mail a check to Tahoma Bird Alliance or go online to INSERT PAGE LINK today. 
Pledges are due by June 30, 2017. 
 
Thank you again for your support!  
Andrea Michelbach 

 

Letter Sample 
Report to sponsors 

Dear Friend and Sponsor: 
 
This year our birding team consisted of [team member names]. Alas, [name] missed her first Birdathon ever due to 
a bad cold. But [names] did a fine job and came up with ENTER NUMBER OF species. 
 
At 5:15 a.m. we had an unexpected bird in Old Town, a Purple Martin flying overhead, they are now nesting along 
Ruston Way. A Peregrine Falcon was greeting the sun from high up on a building in downtown Tacoma. 
 
West Hylebos Park in Federal Way yielded Band-tailed Pigeon, Black-throated Gray Warbler, Red-breasted 
Sapsucker, and both Anna’s and Rufous Hummingbirds. 
 
Then it was on to Asahael Curtis on I-90 for a pair of Harlequin’s Ducks, spotted by [name] in the rushing waters of 
the Snoqualmie River and a bonus American Dipper. 
 
At Snoqualmie Summit, we had a Fox Sparrow singing in the rain amongst lots of snow. The Hammond’s 
Flycatchers and MacGillivray’s Warblers were singing at Stampede Pass.  
 
We went into SunCadia to find a reported White-headed Woodpecker, with no luck. But we did find multitudes of 
Evening Grosbeaks, plus Mountain Chickadee, Pygmy Nuthatch, and Chipping Sparrow.  
 
The South Cle Elum barrow ponds had Western Bluebird, Bullock’s Oriole and Cassin’s Vireo.  
 
Instead of a Hooded Merganser, this year the Wood Duck was herding her babies through the pond at the 
Teanaway Bridge. 
 
At the Swauk Cemetery, we enjoyed the yellow Balsam Root flowers in full bloom and added a Calliope 
Hummingbird to the list. 
 



The White-breasted Nuthatch was checking out the feeder while Cassin’s Finch sang from the top of the 
Ponderosa Pine. 
 
The birds of the sage - Brewer’s Sparrow, Sage Thrasher, Vesper Sparrow, and Loggerheadhrike - were all in 
Quilomene Wildlife Recreation Area along the Old Vantage Highway. 
 
From the Vantage Overlook on the Columbia River we observed the dramatic drawdown of the Columbia River and 
the resulting exposure of a sand bar due to a significant crack in Wanapum Dam. California Gulls and Caspian Terns 
were roosting on the newly created sand bar, but the normally reliable Horned & Eared Grebes were nowhere to 
be seen. 
 
The geological spectacle of the basalt columns in Frenchman’s Coulee hosted singing Rock Wrens, with White-
throated Swifts soaring and twittering off the cliff edge. 
 
The Caliche Ponds, Martha Lake and rest area ponds along I-90 gave us a shorebird bonanza. Two uncommon birds 
for the eastside were Ruddy Turnstone and Short-billed Dowitchers. They were accompanied by Least and Spotted 
Sandpipers, Black-necked Stilts, American Avocets and Dunlin in breeding plumage. 
 
We found both of the rails – Virginia Rail and Sora – at Birder’s Corner. 
 
At 7:30 p.m., as we were racing across O’Sullivan Dam, we spotted large white birds way down below in the coulee 
that turned out to be American White Pelicans. We ended the day with calling Western and Clark’s Grebe side-by-
side at our final stop in Lind Coulee.  The group total for the day was 135 species. 
 
Your pledge this year was $__________.  We have not enclosed the full bird list, but would be happy to provide it 
upon request.  Just send us a note or email address with your check.  We have enclosed a self-addressed envelope 
for you to send your check.  Please make your check payable to Tahoma Bird Alliance.  
 
You also have the option of make your donation online. Please visit my personal fundraising page INSERT LINK 
HERE 
 
Please make all Birdathon donations by June 30.  Your donation is tax deductible – tax ID#23-7450873. Tahoma 
Bird Alliance will send you a receipt for tax purposes.  If matching funds are available from your employer, please 
remember to submit the appropriate forms to your employer. 
 
Thank you for your support of TBA’s cause.  Your money is well spent, as the Birdathon funds go to support Bird 
education and conservation programs in Pierce County. 
 
Good birding! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sample 3 – booklet  
Report to sponsors 

(envelope) 

 

(booklet cover) 

 
 

 



 



 

 



 
 



 
 

 

 
 

Questions or want help? 

Get in touch with Rose. She’s happy to help or answers questions! 

rsullivan@tahomabirdalliance.org 

253-565-9129 

 

 

mailto:rsullivan@tahomabirdalliance.org

